WHITE WATER RACING – HOW THINGS WORK!!

There are 2 “events” being run on the day, the Sprint and the Classic.

The sprint will happen first (in the morning at about 11am) and the Classic will take place in the afternoon (about 2pm)

Sprint:

From Top of Course down to the “big drop”

Each competitor gets 2 runs down the course. It is the combined total of the two runs which will determine their final time

Classic:

From Top of Course right to the bottom finishing just after passing under the road bridge.

Competitors have only a single run in this event.

Divisions:

There are 2 divisions present at Wild Water Racing, Division A and Division B

Division B is open to anyone who wants to join it. Division A is only entered by those who have gained promotion in previous races.

In Division A, competitors are split down into 4 categories

Mens Single Kayak (MK1)

Womens Single Kayak (WK1)

Canadian Singles (C1)

Canadian Doubles (C2)

Prizes are then awarded for each of these categories

Handicaps to people race times are applied to those competitors not in “proper” carbon/Kevlar racing boats (more on this later)

In Division B, all competitors compete together, regardless of gender, age, or boat. A handicap system is applied to competitors times to make the race fair to all (Again, more on this later)

Note that K2 boats are not allowed to race in Wild Water Racing, which means NO Topo Duo’s !!

How races are timed:

There will be a number of stopwatches, which will be synchronised to the same time shortly before the event starts.

The starter at the top will have one stopwatch (plus one backup), and the finisher at the bottom will also have one (plus a backup)

The starter will record down a competitors bib number, and also the time that he/she set off (eg 15:30:00pm (hh:mm:ss))

The finisher will then record the competitors bib number and at what time he/she passes the finish line. (eg 15:43:25pm)

The start times and finish times are taken to the Race HQ where the difference between the times will be calculated

(using the times above, the competitors race time is 13mins 25 seconds)

Races are timed to the nearest second

Handicap System:

To make races fair to all people, handicaps are applied to peoples race times. The handicaps are based on what kind of boat people are paddling, and in Div B, they are also based upon whether they are male or female.

Below is the list of handicaps that are applied in each division

Division B:

	K1 Men in Wild Water Racers
	100%

	K1 Men in Wavehoppers
	93%

	K1 Men in General Purpose Boats
	91%

	
	

	K1 Women in Wild Water Racers
	91%

	K1 Women in Wavehoppers
	85%

	K1 Women in General Purpose Boats
	83%

	
	

	Male/Female C1
	87%

	C2
	87%


Division A:

	Wavehoppers
	93%

	All others
	100%


A wavehopper is a plastic version of the wild water racers that is made by Perception. General Purpose boats are boats such as the Mamba, GTX, TekSport, G3 etc… (Boats that LCC members would normally paddle)

So, if a female competing in a wavehopper in division B got a time down the course of 10minutes, then her final time will be 85% of 10mins, which works out to be 8mins 30seconds

A male paddling a proper wild water racer in Division B has a handicap of 100%, so if his time down the course was 10mins, his final time would be 100% of that time, so 10mins

In Division B, because men compete against women, wild water racers against playboats, the handicap system aims to give everyone a chance of winning.

In Division A, people would be expected to race in proper wild water racing boats. A handicap is applied to anyone who competes in Div A in a Wavehopper. All other boats will have a handicap time of 100%

(General Purpose Boats are generally not allowed in Division A)

Below is part of the results for a Sprint Race. Hopefully everything makes sense as to how the final times were calculated:

	Pos  
	Bib  
	Name  
	Club  
	Age  
	Class  
	Run 1  
	Run 2  
	Total  
	H/Cap  
	Adjusted  

	DIVISION B
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	1
	32
	James Hinves 
	Southampton 
	S 
	Mk1 W/h 
	00:52.0
	00:52.0
	01:44.0
	93
	01:36.7

	2
	30
	Sean Martin 
	Richmond 
	V 
	MC1 
	01:01.0
	01:04.0
	02:05.0
	87
	01:48.8

	3
	17
	Roger Weir 
	Banbury 
	U16 
	MK1 W/h 
	01:01.0
	01:04.0
	02:05.0
	93
	01:56.3

	4
	28
	Katie Wood 
	Banbury 
	U18 
	Wk1 W/h 
	01:10.0
	01:10.0
	02:20.0
	85
	01:59.0

	5
	24
	Megan Wood 
	Banbury 
	U14 
	Wk1 W/h 
	01:08.0
	01:13.0
	02:21.0
	85
	01:59.9


(“W/h” stands for Wavehopper)

Other Info:

Competitors are set off at 1 minute intervals

Jobs that need doing!!!
Race HQ (Me plus at least 1 other):

Will be joining me (Jonathan) in assisting to enter times into the computer. If any questions are raised by competitors then hopefully I can answer them, and my assistants can keep entering times into the timing program.

Will also be required to help give out race bibs

Start Judge (1 + Assistant):

Starts competitors off at the top of the course. Will set off a competitor every minute

Required to give a 30second warning, 10 second warning, then 5-4-3-2-1-GO

Competitors start time recorded next to their bib number 

Boat Holder (One):

Holds boaters still in the water while they are waiting to start their run. Boat holder lets go of the boat when the starter shouts GO

Start Assistant (One)

Required to organise competitors to try and stick to the start list as much as possible. Will call out people who need to start getting ready, and assist those getting on the water if needed.

Finish Judge (+ Assistant)

Records the times that competitors cross the finish line. Usually works when 1 person acts as a lookout, and shouts (or presses an air horn) when the competitor has crossed the finish line. The other person, who is watching the stopwatch, records down the time when their “lookout” person shouts/hoots that the competitor has crossed the line.

Record the competitors finishing time next to their bib number

Runners (Min of 2):

Runners are usually on bikes and their job is to periodically take the finishing times of the competitors from the Finish Judge back to Race HQ. Will also periodically get the start times of competitors from the Starting Judge. This enables Race HQ to produce the results more quickly. Must like cycling and be fit and strong. For the classic race, its 1.5 miles from the finish line back to race HQ!!

Food (2 Min):

Required to look after the food stall, cooking sausage and burgers, providing tea/coffee, taking money etc… Needed to keep all our other helpers well-fed throughout the day!!

Car Parking Attendant:

We usually charge cars 1 or 2 pound to park in the car park. Will take their money on arrival and issue a sticker to show they have paid.

River Safety (Min 3)

We usually put on safety on the “big drop” just in case!!! Think this job is self explanatory

Photographers:

Anyone who fancies taking photos of the day can be our official photographer. If they can get a laptop sorted to display their photos on, then people will be able to look at them, and possible even buy them??

How things run on the day:

Some people have pre-entered, but many people will enter on the day.

Entries for the sprint race are taken upto 10am

Entries for the classic are taken until 11am

Once the time for entries has passed, the bib numbers are then allocated to the competitors.

Once the bibs are allocated, a start list (with each competitors start times) will then be made.

The competitors will then make their way to the start line at their given time.

They should arrive at least 5 mins before they are due to start racing.

Try and stick to the race start list as much as possible. If someone misses their time slot, then fit them in at the end. There will be some gaps included between each racing class to accommodate for this

During the race, “runners” will periodically bring start and finish times from the Stat/Finish Judges to Race HQ, where the times will be calculated.

There should be time after the sprint race for people to have a quick paddle, and for competitors to have some practice runs / warm ups / warm downs etc…

The classic race will run in a similar manner to the sprint race

After the results are calculated for the classic, the prize ceremony will be held.

After that, pack up and go home!!!
